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1 DAY
until President Bill Perry’s inauguration.
Robbie WRobleWski | The Daily easTeRn neWs
Micah Rucker holds a photo of himself with his girlfriend, Rebecca Fissehastion Yacob, 
who was killed in an accident with a drunken driver Jan. 28. Rucker has started Re-
spect For Youth, a university-sponsored branch of Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
kaRla bRoWning | The Daily easTeRn neWs
Samantha Schaefer, senior elementary education major, talks to President 
Perry during Pizza with the President food drive fund-raiser in the Student 
Recreaction Center Wednesday night. 
students donate to eat with Perry
INAUGURATION WEEK
‘There’s no way I’m goIng 
To leT her name dIe ouT’
By Matt Daniels
Staff Reporter
T
he tears did not come until later that day 
for Micah Rucker.
That day was Jan. 28.  
His cell phone rang at 6 a.m. that 
Sunday morning.
But he was asleep in his Charleston 
apartment and missed the call.
When he woke up later that day around noon, 
a voicemail from his girlfriend’s younger brother 
changed his life.
A drunk driver had killed Rebecca Fissehastion 
Yacob, his girlfriend of nearly two-and-a-half years.
‘We were best friends’
Rucker remembers Yacob’s beautiful smile.
He also remembers her brown eyes; he could see 
them “from about a mile away.”  
He remembers her dark black, shoulder-length 
hair and her 5-foot-4 frame.
“She was a very beautiful girl,” he said.
Rucker said he remembers seeing her sitting on 
the curb of different buildings always talking on her 
cell phone at the University of Minnesota, where the 
two met. Yacob, a 21-year-old, came to the United 
States from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 1998.
Rucker was a sophomore at Minnesota and Yacob 
was a freshman the first time the two spoke.
The two had had classes together but didn’t sit by 
each other.
Shortly before winter break in December 2004, 
the Minnesota football team threw a party. That’s 
where the two started talking. 
“We were hanging out and talking a little bit,” 
Rucker said. “We danced a little bit. I asked for her 
number and she said, ‘No, I see you on campus.’”
Rucker went home to Bonita Springs, Fla., soon 
afterward and said he couldn’t stop thinking about 
Yacob.
SEE RUCKER, PAGE 6
eastern’s all-american wide receiver uses personal tragedy as way to help others
student senate’s ‘Pizza 
with the President’ 
allows students to talk 
with Perry
By Heather Holm
Staff Reporter
Students got a chance to have 
pizza with President Bill Perry 
Wednesday night.  
“I’m really pleased with all the 
activities people put together. They 
combined trust, integrity, respect 
and service,” Perry said. “Friday is 
the formal ceremony.  I’ve been here 
for four months, and I am looking 
forward to it.”
The organizers of the event 
brought in pizza while students 
either sat down and chatted or wait-
ed for their turn to talk to the pres-
ident.  
Different organizations came to 
promote their group while sporting 
shirts or jackets that said what fra-
ternity, sorority or group they were 
in. 
The Illinois Art Education Asso-
ciation came with each member 
wearing a different colored shirt. 
“I thought this was a nice oppor-
tunity to meet the president in per-
son,” said Katie Fleming, senior art 
education major. “I didn’t realize 
how tall he was.”
She said she got an e-mail from 
Patricia Belleville, who is one of the 
sponsors of the group, and decided 
it would be a good idea to come and 
make the group more well known.
Julie Nimmons, member of 
the Board of Trustees, helped put 
together the event.
“Dr. Perry wanted to involve the 
entire university in the inauguration 
events,” she said. “We put the chal-
lenge out of what students could do 
and what would bring the whole 
campus together. 
SEE PIZZA, PAGE 2
Chicago artist covers 
‘bad at sports,’ in his 
own art
By Michael Cortez
Staff Reporter
Chicago artist Duncan MacKen-
zie is bad at sports.  
Although he claims that, he is also 
one of the founders of Bad at Sports, 
a weekly podcast about contempo-
rary art, which presents the different 
styles of artists, curators, critics, deal-
ers and various other art profession-
als. Modern art, books and movies 
are also reviewed.
MacKenzie will give a lecture at 7 
p.m. today in the Tarble Arts Center. 
The lecture will cover his involve-
ment running Bad at Sports and his 
own art.  
Christopher Kahler, coordinator 
of graduate studies in art, scheduled 
the event, and the art department 
co-sponsored it.
MacKenzie and attorney Richard 
Holland established Bad at Sports in 
2005. They were in a bar when they 
thought of the idea.  
“Richard Holland and I were 
planning an exhibition at Michelle 
Grabner’s “Suburban” and started 
talking about the podcasts and audio 
books that we were listening to 
and…bang!” MacKenzie said. “We 
got a case of beer, a bottle of whis-
key, a mixer, three mics, a laptop 
computer, a curator from the Sioux 
City Art Center and made the first 
episode.”
SEE ART, PAGE 2
art in a 
digital 
world
INAUGURAL EVENTS TODAY
• Community Day with President Perry
4:30 p.m. — A reception with 
available walking tours of Blair Hall 
and Booth Library led by student 
ambassadors. 
Community members park in the 
lot east of Old Main. 
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INSIDE HARNESS RACING
Eastern student and harness 
racer Marcus Miller sits down 
with sport editor Adam Tedder to 
discuss the unique sport.
SEE SPORTS, BACK PAGE
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The Daily Eastern News blogs on 
topics ranging from sports to world 
politics to music and more. 
today's blog: Kristy Mellendorf on 
the incredible amount of informa-
tion available about dandruff. 
Online Interactive Editor Chris Essig 
talks with Becky Markwell, director 
of the Office of Safety, and Sergeant 
John Bennett, from the Charleston 
Police Department, about aspects 
of drunken driving. 
Opinions Editor Graham Milldrum 
sat down with Rudy Currance to 
find out more about how he got his 
start in the music industry and who 
his musical influences are.  
off thE wall drunk driving oPEn mic night
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 AMERICA’S #1 SANDWICH DELIVERY!™
 J I M M Y J O H N S . C O M
 ©2007 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
F R E A K Y
FAST!
F R E A K Y
Good! ™
315 LINCOLN AVE.
217.345.1075
WE’VE GOT THE
 SPEED
TO
 fEED!
The rest of the work-week daytime temperatures will be in the 
mid-50s with lows near freezing. Expect partly cloudy skies until 
Sunday when a warm front will move into the area bringing a 
chance of showers.
'Art is a really expensive hobby'
FROM ART, PAGE 1
This was the same way he and 
Holland came up with the project’s 
name, Bad at Sports.
“We ran through some pretty 
quick, incoherent names,” MacK-
enzie said. “Then, we figured you 
wouldn’t be in the art room if you 
were good at sports. You would be 
out there picking up girls. That’s 
how you end up in art.”
Putting the humorous nature of 
the project’s title aside, MacKenzie 
said he wanted to fill the void in art 
media left by the fall of the New Art 
Examiner, a Chicago-based art mag-
azine that ceased publication in 2002 
because of a financial crisis.
He also said there was a demand 
for conversation and a need to docu-
ment art in Chicago. 
However, MacKenzie said Bad at 
Sports is just a small part of the so-
lution. He appreciates other media 
projects such as Lumpen, Art Letter, 
Shark Forum and Art or Idiocy.
Bad at Sports does not only cover 
the Chicago area.
“We managed to grow to legion 
size,” MacKenzie said. “I am not re-
ally sure how it happened, but it 
did. We are often getting reports 
from London, Washington, D.C., 
and Houston.  I guess other people 
thought it was a great idea.”
MacKenzie said he and Holland 
find the experience rewarding.
“We wouldn’t want it any other 
way,” he said. “We expanded the el-
ements in conversations, and it is a 
great way to do it in public (for all to 
hear.) It is really grinding and gruel-
ing work we do every day.”
Bad at Sports has done up to 80 
interviews with different kinds of 
artists.  
 “The most interesting interview 
I’ve had would have to be with (Chi-
cago artist Kerry) James Marshall,” 
MacKenzie said. “He was incredibly 
frank in how he looks at artists and 
how the market works. He talked 
about race relations and institutional 
governments. 
“He was amazingly personal 
about how that system worked. 
What stood up for me was how in-
credibly candid he was. He was not 
afraid to speak his mind at all.”
He hopes to share more about 
Bad at Sports during his lecture.
MacKenzie grew up in Calgary, 
where he made hyper-realistic draw-
ings of comic book characters. Later, 
he studied art at the University of 
Calgary before being transferred to 
the University of West Sydney in 
Australia.
“I was a real teacher’s pet,” he 
said.  “My college and the other one 
in Australia were going to exchange 
three students for three students.  
“My instructor ended up recom-
mended me instead of another per-
son.  In a way I was awarded for be-
ing a teacher’s pet.  All that being cu-
rious paid off.”
Eventually, MacKenzie attended 
the Art Institute of Chicago. 
While in Chicago, it was hard to 
make a name for himself. 
“A little of it is just you being 
willing to stand around and keep 
doing what you’re doing,” MacKen-
zie said.  “Putting stuff out there and 
finding stuff that works, and people 
will support them. Not that different 
from any other job.”
MacKenzie said he knows how 
it feels to work his way up from the 
bottom.
“A lot of times, you feel like push-
ing a rock up a hill. You quietly just 
don’t notice it after a while,” he said. 
“I still live like a college student.
“Art is a really expensive hobby 
to have. You put a lot of money 
into it.  You make it work.  My lec-
ture will talk about how you go from 
grad school into this competitive 
surrounding.  I will also talk about 
how we interpret our own identity 
through contact to other people. 
Grad school changes all of that for 
me.”
He will also talk about his recent 
works and formal traditional col-
laborations with his partner in Eng-
land.
MacKenzie has his own personal 
website called Istoleyourbike.org.
Christopher Kahler, coordinator 
of the event, is glad to have MacK-
enzie lecturing at Eastern.
“Duncan will provide students 
with an opportunity to learn how 
one person can make a huge differ-
ence,” Kahler said.  “Not only is he 
able to teach and be a successful pro-
fessional artist, but he, along with 
the other creators of Bad at Sports, 
saw an absence in the art world of 
Chicago for an opportunity to dis-
cuss contemporary art.  
“Being a free podcast, they do-
nated their time and efforts to cre-
ate something that benefits not only 
Chicago, but an international com-
munity of listeners.”
FROM PIZZA, PAGE 1
“The Student Senate helped or-
ganize this event. The canned food 
drive will also help the community.”
Students were asked to bring two 
canned food items to the event.
Tiffany Turner, junior social sci-
ence major, was a member of the In-
augural Planning Committee, which 
organized the pizza party.
“I was put on this committee in 
August and everyone decided to 
make it very casual for students,” she 
said.
Turner said she thought it would 
be successful, and when the event 
started, there were about 100 people 
present.  
“I think it gave the students a 
great opportunity to meet him face 
to face, as opposed to a lecture,” 
Turner said. “I wanted it to be a very 
casual event.”
The president also enjoyed the 
gathering.
“I would like to give thanks to 
all the committees that have put to-
gether events,” he said. “I really ap-
preciate it.” 
President enjoys pizza with students
By Beth Hackett and
Heather Gosewisch
Staff Reporters
Alison Kostelich explained the 
new Electronic Writing Portfolio 
requirements at the Student Senate 
meeting Wednesday. 
The purpose of the EWP is to 
give the university assurance that 
students are effective writers in their 
ability to organize material, develop 
ideas and use correct diction, sen-
tence structure and mechanics.  
Kostelich, student vice president 
for academic affairs, said the submis-
sions can come from any writing-
centered or writing-intensive course, 
or from any course with a written 
assignment that is appropriate for 
the portfolio.
“Only one submission is allowed 
from each course taken and must be 
submitted during the semester of the 
course to which it was written,” she 
said.
Instead of the current process 
of manually submitting the writ-
ten works, the new proposal requires 
portfolios to be sent through an 
EWP Web site.
This site is yet to be put up, but 
Kostelich said she assumes it will be 
on the eiu.edu main menu.
The papers will still be graded 
on a one-to-four scale, and all writ-
ten works must be submitted by the 
time 105 credits are earned.
Transfer students with more than 
30 credit hours will be allowed to 
request additional time to submit 
their work. 
Among other items discussed at 
the meeting was progress with the 
Suicide Awareness Initiative Com-
mittee. 
Since initiating the committee, 
Jeff Melanson and other commit-
tee members have already planned 
actions to help educate students on 
the subject of suicide. 
A major initiative of the commit-
tee is to lobby in Springfield to rep-
resentatives and senators to help raise 
awareness of suicide and depression.
“We want to do this not just 
to make them aware of the issue, 
because everyone seems to recog-
nize suicide as an important issue, 
but to also come up with some kind 
of legislation on suicide and mental 
health awareness,” Melanson said. 
“One of the things I would like to 
see is a mental health patient’s bill of 
rights.”
He said it would be ideal for this 
bill of rights to state that it is unlaw-
ful to discriminate from employ-
ment because of a person’s mental 
health.
“I would also like to see health 
insurance expand to provide men-
tal health insurance as well,” he said. 
“These are some of the things I am 
going to be talking to (Rep.) Chapin 
Rose (R-Mahomet) about.”
The committee, in conjunction 
with Student Senate and the Coun-
seling Center, will also be holding 
hot chocolate stands Dec. 3 to help 
raise awareness. 
“There’s going to be a lot of peo-
ple who are going to be stressed out 
because they’ll be trying to get all 
that last-minute stuff finished, like 
getting ready for finals,” Melanson 
said.  
Members distributing hot choco-
late at the stands will also pass out 
fliers about depression.
Melanson said anyone is wel-
come to join the Suicide Awareness 
Initiative Committee or attend the 
meetings, which take place at 8:15 
p.m. every Thursday in the Bridge 
Lounge of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union.
campus briefs
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several lots closed for 
Perry’s inauguration
Eastern President Bill Perry’s 
inauguration Friday will cause 
multiple parking lots to be closed 
for the day. 
The Fine Arts East lot, the 
University Police Department 
lot, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union lot and the 
Student Services lot will be 
closed.
Author consults faculty 
how to stay sane in class 
Faculty Development is 
presenting psychologist, author 
and consultant Susan Robison, 
who will give her presentation 
“Staying Sane in Insane Places: 
Living Well While Doing Good.”
The presentation will focus on 
how faculty members can be 
more effective in their roles as 
teachers, advisers, scholars and 
administrators.
Robison is a professor of 
psychology at the College of 
Notre Dame of Maryland.
The presentation is from 1 to 4 
p.m. in the Charleston-Mattoon 
Room in the MLK Union. 
–  Matt Hopf
Associate News Editor
RHA to discuss 
blood drive, 
future events
eWP now submitted online
Suicide awareness also 
discussed at Student 
Senate Senate meeting
By Jordan Crook
RHA Reporter
Final preparations for the Great Lakes Affil-
iate College Residence Hall conference will be 
discussed at tonight’s meeting of the Residence 
Hall Association at 5 p.m. in Carman Hall.
Brittany Kraft, National Communication 
Coordinator/Illinois Communication Coor-
dinator, will give the RHA assembly a report 
on the delegation, which leaves Friday for the 
GLACURH conference in Saginaw, Mich.
RHA President Jarrod Scherle said the RHA 
executive board will also discuss the upcoming 
Illinois Residence Hall Association conference.
Scherle said the board may discuss the pos-
sibility of placing a bid for Eastern to host the 
conference in 2009.
A representative of the American Red Cross 
will speak at the meeting to inform mem-
bers of an upcoming blood drive RHA will be 
sponsoring Nov. 13.
Scherle also said orders for this year’s RHA 
T-shirts will be taken at the meeting.
The design was announced last week after 
a T-shirt design contest was held among RHA 
members.
The design submitted by the National Resi-
dence Hall Honorary was chosen as the winner 
of the contest.
Organization president might bring 
up possibility of Eastern hosting 
future Illinois RHA conference
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BINGO 
@ The MOOSE
Family 
Fraternity
615  7th Street
Non-members can play 
TONIGHT
7pm
* MUST BE 21 *
KAROLINA STRACK | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Karen Armour, student senator, talked about the new student organiza-
tion, Students’ United for World Change, during Wednesday’s meeting 
of Student Senate. The new group will focus on raising awareness about 
global issues like the crisis in Darfur. 
toDAY
eiU Wind symphony
time | 7 p.m.
Location | South Gym McAfee 
more info | 581-3010
on campus 
“one of the things i would like 
to see is a mental 
health patient’s 
bill of rights.”
Student Senator Jeff Melanson
on his Suicide Awareness initiative
You don’t need to be Superman to save people from certain death.You don’t even need to spend 
money or hours battling poison ivy at a vol-
unteer project.
All you need is something you maintain 
and care for every day. It’s your body. Or, 
more appropriately, the parts of your body.
In the case of organ donation, it merely 
takes a short trip to one of several tables on 
campus, part of the Donate Life Campaign 
running statewide.
The form is simple and only takes a mo-
ment to fill out. 
According to 
the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services, 25,527 
transplants were 
performed last year.
Considering that 
89,884 people needed transplants in 1995 
long, that number doesn’t look so great.
Instead of saving lives, many Americans 
opt to take their organs to the fires of the in-
cinerator or the cold of the earth.
It’s a supremely selfish act. What use will 
you have for your body parts when you’re 
dead?
It is no longer enough to sign the back of 
the driver’s license. Family consent was re-
quired, and all too often resulted in badly 
needed organs being wasted.
It’s your choice. Grieving parents and sib-
lings can no longer interfere with your deci-
sion. 
A full 12 percent of potential donors who 
had expressed a desire to donate had their or-
gans wasted in 1995.
Now, if you sign up for the new database 
at LifeGoesOn.org, your family’s consent is 
no longer needed.  
    In their time of mourning, a problem is 
out of their hands – you explicitly stated 
your desire to save someone’s life.
There is no questioning or Terry Schiavo 
type of debate.
A more time-consuming, but still easy, 
way to help is to simply donate blood. 
Take your lunch break at one of the blood 
drives on campus, read a little or chat with 
the other donors.
A few minutes means three lives may be 
saved. A child 
could live from a 
near-fatal fall be-
cause you took 
a break during 
your day. 
A father 
burned by sprayed gasoline in a car accident 
might survive to be with his children. 
A grandmother with leukemia might cook 
or ride her motorcycle again. 
“I’m afraid of needles” is a common ex-
cuse for not giving blood. 
Considering that a single pint of blood 
can save three lives, fear of a piece of metal 
burrowing under your skin is a minor incon-
venience.
The blood is divided so that as many peo-
ple as possible can use it.
The plasma can be used to treat burn vic-
tims.
The platelets can treat diseases like leuke-
mia.
And the red blood cells can make trauma 
surgery possible and survivable.
Blood donations can be made every 56 
days, and it is normally not too difficult to 
find a blood drive. 
There have been at least two this semester 
on campus, and any number off campus.
Save a life.
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Graham Milldrum Pakistan v. 
actress ’s dog
EDITORIAL POLICY
The editorial is the majority opinion of 
the DEN editorial board. Reach the 
opinions editor at:
DENopinions@gmail.com
The United States saw a great injustice 
on Oct. 16.
Ellen DeGeneres lost custody of her 
dog to the owners of Mutts and Moms.
OK, using the word injustice does not 
work here. But no one would be able to 
tell by the way DeGeneres, and her fans, 
reacted to the news.
DeGeneres gave her adopted dog to 
her hairstylist’s family when it did not get 
along with DeGeneres’ cats.
The owners of Mutts and Moms said 
she violated the adoption agreement by 
not informing them that she gave the dog 
away, and took the dog from the family.
DeGeneres wept on her Oct. 16 show 
when describing what happened, and 
canceled the tapings of future shows 
because she was too distraught.
DeGeneres’ overreaction to her doggy 
news can be a topic for another column. 
What is more surprising is her fans’ 
ridiculous response to the news. 
They threatened the owners, and did 
it so vehemently that one of the owners 
closed Mutts and Moms the day after 
DeGeneres’ Oct. 16 show.
It is pathetic that a large group of 
people can collectively focus their energy 
and voice their discontent on an issue 
that is not even an issue. Incidents like 
this should make any thoughtful person 
wonder: Why can’t this many people act 
that way with issues that really matter?
Pakistan’s president Pervez Musharraf 
suspended Pakistan’s constitution and 
expanded his political powers by declaring 
a state of emergency over the weekend. 
Musharraf has practically established 
a dictatorship faster than Germany’s 
blitzkrieg on Poland.
Musharraf ’s government has arrested 
more than 1,500 lawyers, political activists 
and politicians who oppose Musharraf in 
Pakistan.
The people of Pakistan have protested, 
but there has been no effective reaction in 
the United States.
Of course, any U.S. citizen can fall 
back on the excuse of “Well, it’s not 
directly affecting us, so why does it matter 
what we do?”
It matters to us because the United 
States relies on Pakistan to fight al-Qaeda.
As reported by CNN.com, Deputy 
Secretary of State John Negroponte 
told Congress on Nov. 7 “Partnership 
with Pakistan and its people is the only 
option.”
In light of this disturbing information, 
there has been no news of American 
citizens taking a stand against Musharraf ’s 
decision.
But when a TV host has her dog taken 
away – a dog that she gave away before 
having it taken away – there are serious 
threats against the owners of the store.
The Bush Administration has 
threatened to cut ties with Musharraf, but 
Negroponte’s statement implies otherwise.
The administration is supporting a 
dictator who is taking freedoms away 
from the Pakistani people.
If we can voice our discontent over 
DeGeneres losing her dog, we can surely 
voice our discontent over the Bush 
Administraton’s support of Musharraf.
U.S. politicians are supposed to work 
for the people. What we need to do is 
remind them of that.
STAFF EDITORIAL
DRAWN FROM THE NEWS | DAVID PENNELL
How to be a lifesaver in 
less than 30 seconds
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
STEPHEN DI BENNEDETTO
“What use will you have for your body when you’re dead?”
Stephen Di Benedetto is a sophomore 
journalism major and the 
senior university reporter
Letters to the editor can be 
submitted at any time on any topic to 
the Opinions Editor to be published 
in the Daily Eastern News. The Daily 
Eastern News’ policy is to run all letters 
that are not libelous or potentially 
harmful. They must be less than 250 
words. 
Letters to the editor can be brought 
in with identification to the DEN 
at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submitted 
electronically from the author’s EIU 
e-mail address to DENopinions@gmail.
com.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Eastern News has a 
Monday spot open for anyone in the 
Eastern community to submit a  
bi-weekly column. 
For more information contact 
Graham Milldrum, the Opinions 
Editor, at 581-7942 or at 
DENopinions@gmail.com.
COLUMNIST NEEDED
“LET’S GIVE THEM  
SOMETHING TO TALK 
ABOUT”
Should former Gov. 
George Ryan have gone to 
prison?
 To submit your opinion on this 
week’s topic, bring it in with identifi-
cation to the DEN at 1811 Buzzard 
Hall or submit it electronically from 
the author’s EIU e-mail address to 
DENopinions@gmail.com by 4 p.m. 
today.
CONTINUE THE DEBATE 
ONLINE
• Extended letters
• Forums for all content
www.dennews.com
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Mix &match 4 camera phones for 1¢each.
For a limited time, get 2, 3 or 4 camera phones for just
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calls to Any 20 Numbers, FREE Reserve Rollover Minutes, and
FREE evenings and weekends starting at 7pm.
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By Heather Gosewisch
Staff Reporter 
Students may find they are unable 
to register for spring classes because 
of a hold on their record.
Of the freshman and transfer stu-
dents required to take AlcoholEdu, 
a mandatory online alcohol aware-
ness program, 10 percent have yet to 
complete the course and have holds 
on their records.
However, Erica Roa, alcohol and 
tobacco education coordinator at the 
Heath Education Resource Center, 
said the number is decreasing every 
day.
Before the fall semester began, all 
incoming freshmen and transfer stu-
dents were required to complete the 
AlcoholEdu.
The purpose of the program is 
to reinforce those who abstain from 
using alcohol while educating those 
who choose to drink.  
The program is split in two seg-
ments.
Roa said the first part of the pro-
gram takes about two-and-a-half to 
three hours to complete and can be 
broken up into 45-minute sessions.
These sessions cover “knowing 
the facts” about alcohol consump-
tion, planning and decision-making. 
A review and final test segment 
follows.
Part one also includes a survey 
about students’ personal drinking 
behaviors.
The first part of AlcoholEdu was 
required before students set foot on 
campus; however, some students 
have yet to finish this part. 
Part two is a 15-minute survey e-
mailed to students 45 days later.
AlcoholEdu was instated at East-
ern in fall 2006 and was only direct-
ed to freshmen. 
This year, it was changed to 
include transfer students. 
Roa said the decision to include 
transfers came from the Vice Presi-
dent of Student Affair’s office.  
Roa said the transition from a 
junior college to the university is an 
environmental change, and with that 
change, students face challenges.
“The alcohol education is just to 
help them relate to what they will 
come in contact with on Eastern’s 
campus,” she said.
Since the beginning of the semes-
ter, the center has run focus groups 
with freshmen in the residence halls 
to gain feedback about the program.
“The focus groups were very posi-
tive,” Roa said. “Everything was very 
positive, and the students we talked 
to said they got a lot of useful infor-
mation.”
Lindsey Weber, freshman elemen-
tary education major, said she had 
already known most of the informa-
tion, but it did add to her awareness.
Sulmaan Reza, freshman mar-
keting major, agreed. He said he 
thought the program was “preaching 
to the choir.”
“I already learned most of it 
in health class. Some was a good 
reminder, like when it talked about 
watching where you put your drink 
and not giving into peer pressure, 
but, again, we have already heard 
this before,” he said. 
Many students said three hours 
was too much time and said they 
would just let it run while they 
walked away, only coming back 
when they had to answer questions. 
Steve Joebgen, freshman jour-
nalism major, said he thought stu-
dents could take the program with-
out going over any of the readings 
because the answers were provided at 
the end.
Joebgen said the program “sounds 
good” but said there may be a more 
effective way to teach students about 
alcohol.
“I think three hours is way too 
long and the time should be cut 
down,” he said. 
The university has signed a multi-
year agreement to implement the 
AlchoholEdu program for the next 
few years to test its effectiveness. 
Roa said she thinks the program 
is a good idea because many stu-
dents taking the course have nev-
er been exposed to alcohol or have 
been misinformed because educa-
tion about alcohol often comes from 
their peers.
“We understand (that) on college 
campuses, students are going to use 
alcohol. We want students to be safe 
and smart about it,” she said. 
Half-empty or half-full?
Freshmen, transfers 
express both gratitude 
and dismay for 
required AlcoholEdu
CAN I AVOID
ALCOHOL EDU?
If a freshman or transfer stu-
dent has not completed alco-
holedu but has registered for 
spring 2008 before a hold was 
placed on his or her record,
classes will be dropped whe
 records are sorted before the 
spring semester begins.
HALF-EMPTY
 
- TIME-CONSUMING:  First part of 
program takes two-and-a-half to 
three hours to complete
- STATES THE OBVIOUS:  many 
students say the information on 
alcohol just tells them what they 
already know
- LACKS FULL PARTICIPATION:  
10 percent of freshmen and trans-
fer students still have not taken 
the program – even though it’s
required – which results in a hold 
on their records
HALF-FULL
 
- HAS POSITIVE FEEDBACK:  
Freshmen focus groups have said 
they’ve gained useful information 
from the program
- TARGETS THE RIGHT GROUPS:  
Freshmen and transfer students 
are adjusting to a new environ-
ment – one with more alcohol
- GATHERS STATISTICS ABOUT 
STUDENTS:  the second part of 
the program requires students to 
fill out a survey about their per-
sonal drinking behaviors.
WHAT IS
ALCOHOL EDU?
It is designed to reinforce those 
who abstain from using alcohol 
while also educating those who 
choose to drink.  it is divided into 
two parts.
The first part covers facts on al-
cohol consumption, planning and
decision-making, and is
followed by a review and a final 
test. it should not take more than 
3 hours to complete the first seg-
ment.
The second part is a 15-minute 
survey that is e-mailed to 
students 45 days after completion 
of part one. 
Back on Minnesota’s campus in mid-Janu-
ary 2005, it took Rucker a while to muster the 
courage to talk to Yacob again.
In fact, the first time he saw her on campus 
after break, he didn’t say anything to her.
“She looked at me, I looked at her,” he said. 
“I walked the other way. So I was like ‘OK, I’m 
never letting that happen again.’“
The next week, Rucker approached her and 
the two talked again.
This time, Rucker came away triumphant, 
with her phone number and a good feeling.
“Ever since then until the …” Rucker’s 
voice hesitates, unable to utter the word ‘acci-
dent,’ “we were best friends.”
“She didn’t make it.”
Two days before Yacob was to leave for a 
semester to study abroad in Rome, an under-
age drunk driver struck her Toyota Camry on 
the driver’s side while she drove home from a 
friend’s house.
She was pronounced dead at the scene, 
around 2:30 a.m. on Jan. 28.
She was four blocks from her home in Apple 
Valley, Minn., a suburb of Minneapolis.
Rucker heard the news nearly 10 hours later.
He woke up around noon and saw he had 
missed a call from Yacob’s younger brother, 
Henock, and was surprised.
He normally didn’t talk to her brother on 
the phone.
Rucker returned the call after Henock’s 
voicemail said Rebecca had been in a bad acci-
dent.
Then, Henock delivered the news.
“He says that she’s been in a bad accident 
and she didn’t make it,” Rucker said. “I asked 
to get her sister’s phone number. I call her sister. 
And she tells me the same thing.”
Rucker then received phone calls from his 
friends at Minnesota. 
“So it really started sinking in,” he said. “And 
then, what really made it sink in was when I 
called home and I told my mom. As soon as I 
told my mom, she broke down crying.”
Rucker had spoken to Yacob around 10 p.m. 
the night before the accident. He said it was a 
quick conversation while Yacob packed in prep-
aration for her trip to Rome.
“We actually didn’t talk too long because she 
was busy and she told me she’d call me back,” 
Rucker said. “And little do you know, that was 
the last time I talked to her.”
“We knew we’d be 
together.”
The phone was a key to making their rela-
tionship work.
Unhappy with his lack of playing time at 
Minnesota, Rucker decided to transfer.
His destination was Charleston, where 
Cole Stinson, his good friend the last eight 
years, had transferred to from Ball State. Ruck-
er liked Eastern after visiting and felt it was 
a good fit for him and would give him more 
playing time.
Rucker flourished in his first season with 
the Panthers, catching 49 passes for 966 yards 
and earning multiple All-American honors.
He did all this while his girlfriend was near-
ly 560 miles away, pursuing a double major in 
global studies and international business with 
a minor in political science.
Despite the distance, he knew he still had 
her support.
“If it wasn’t for her, I probably wouldn’t be 
here today,” Rucker said. “She stuck by my 
decision to come here to the fullest. She just 
told me to ‘go there and make sure you don’t 
forget about me.’”
Rucker went home to Florida after the end 
of the 2006 spring semester and then came to 
Eastern the following fall semester. Yacob still 
had two years remaining at Minnesota to fin-
ish her degree.
The couple went nearly six months without 
seeing each other.
 “When I left there, she was really support-
ing me,” Rucker said. “We knew it would just 
be temporary, me being here. She was going 
to be graduating this spring. So we knew that 
we’d be together. It was something we did for 
the short time to help out in the long run.”
“It was such a quick 
trip.”
Yacob traveled to Charleston the first week-
end in October last year to see Rucker during 
Family Weekend.
Yacob flew into Champaign on that Friday 
night. Stinson and Rucker drove to pick her 
up.
Rucker was nervous. He put on an outfit he 
thought she would like, he said, and wanted to 
surprise her.
The first person Yacob saw coming down 
the escalator at Willard Airport, wasn’t Ruck-
er, but Stinson.
Rucker hid behind a pillar, trying to contort 
his body so Yacob wouldn’t be able to see him.
“I was just sitting there,” Stinson said. “And 
she walked down and was looking around. 
Then, he just sort of popped out.”
“My heart was just beating and beating,” 
Rucker said. “And I tried to time it up when 
she got down there. Then, I saw her and 
jumped out in front of her.”
After the initial surprise, Yacob and Ruck-
er went back to Charleston on Friday night, 
where Rucker made dinner for her.
The next day, Rucker had 10 catches for 180 
yards and three touchdowns, all passes from 
Stinson, to help lead Eastern past Southeast 
Missouri 21-0. It was Rucker’s best game up to 
that point in his brief Eastern career.
It was also the first time Yacob had seen 
Rucker play in person at Eastern.
“I’m pretty sure she probably put a little 
blessing on me that day,” he said.
The couple went up to Champaign for 
dinner after the game, ate at the now-closed 
Smokey Bones restaurant, and came back to 
Charleston after that. The two didn’t spend 
much time together on Sunday because Yacob’s 
flight back to Minneapolis left at 7 a.m.
“It was such a quick trip,” Rucker said.
Rucker dropped her off at the airport, said 
his goodbyes and came back to Charleston.
It was the last time Rucker saw his girlfriend 
alive.
“He’s a man.”
Rucker’s personality is quiet and reserved.
That’s the way he likes it, Rucker said.
The first thing he thought about in how to 
deal with Yacob’s death was how she would 
have wanted him to handle it.
So he got up out of bed and went to his 
classes.
He went to his workouts with the track and 
field team and the workouts with the football 
team. The only day he wasn’t on Eastern’s cam-
pus was the day of Yacob’s funeral.
“The only way I knew how to keep say-
ing and doing everything right, was just keep 
doing the same stuff I’d been doing,” Rucker 
said. “I just tried to keep myself busy and try 
and find new things to do.”
Rucker flew out of Champaign at 7 a.m. 
the day of the funeral. A friend picked him up 
at the Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport and took him to the funeral.
A feeling of sadness was palpable at the 
funeral, Rucker said.
“Every seat was packed and there were peo-
ple standing up everywhere. I had been to 
funerals before. Some family members’ (funer-
als) before, but to just see her with the way her 
family was crying and all the emotion in the 
room. It was really tough.”
Rucker spoke briefly about his relationship 
with Yacob during the funeral. He mentioned 
to the crowd about how Yacob got him to start 
eating Chinese food and other memories the 
two shared.
Rucker flew back to Champaign after the 
funeral and arrived back in Charleston late 
that night.
Nine months after the accident, Rucker 
doesn’t shed a tear talking about it.
His voice is barely above a whisper; no 
emotion in his face and a calm, stoic demean-
or envelops him.
Now, Rucker is out to make difference. He’s 
started Respect for Youth, a recognized student 
organization that is against underage drinking, 
binge drinking and drinking and driving.
Eastern quarterback Bodie Reeder said 
Rucker’s work to honor Yacob has helped him 
deal with the situation.
“He’s a man. I’m 21 and I can’t imagine 
going through things like that. I’d like to think 
of myself as a man, but I’m not,” Reeder said. 
“He’s really showing how brave he is, going 
out on a limb like this and dealing with these 
issues that a lot of people should never have to 
deal with.”
“His first instinct is to 
help others.”
Rucker’s pain over the loss of his girlfriend 
motivated him to start RFY.
The 22-year-old senior is president of the 
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rFy president micah rucker speaks to senior women’s soccer player Kelly Floyd during a 
rFy Umadd meeting. rucker started the group after his girlfriend was killed by a drunk 
driver.
group that uses Yacob’s initials and 
is a university-sponsored branch of 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
It became an RSO in April, said 
Cindy Tozer, Eastern’s Director of 
Academic Services and one of the 
two faculty advisers for RFY.
The group has approximately 60 
members.
RFY’s coordinator Matt Kel-
ly, senior journalism major, said the 
group isn’t against drinking.
“If we were, we’d be very unpopu-
lar,” he said. “We realize this is a time 
in many people’s lives when they do 
drink. As long as you’re not binge 
drinking, you’re not drinking and 
driving, you’re not underage drink-
ing, then you’re not going against our 
organization.”
Rucker tells Yacob’s story at the 
beginning of every RFY meeting.
“Basically I tell them the reality,” 
he said. “What happened to Rebec-
ca, what kind of person she was. She 
was just a college student who just 
wanted to better her life and move 
on. One bad night can change some-
body’s life. It’s something that really 
can be prevented so that’s something 
I really try and stress.”
Senior women’s soccer player Kel-
lie Floyd, who is RFY’s secretary, said 
she’s amazed Rucker can even talk 
about the accident.
Floyd has a personal connection to 
drunk driving also.
Her parents’ best friend was killed 
by a drunk driver.
“Some people have the tendency 
to blame other people,” Floyd said. 
“His first instinct is to help others. I 
think that’s a character a lot of peo-
ple miss. I just think it’s a great exam-
ple to people and how they should 
respond to some things.”
“That’s quite a 
legacy to leave”
Roc Bellantoni found out about 
Rucker’s situation the week of 
Yacob’s accident. Eastern’s defensive 
coordinator said he didn’t notice a 
change in Rucker’s demeanor when 
he spoke to him shortly after he 
learned of the tragedy.
“He wasn’t hysterical,” Bellanto-
ni said. “He was down. But he’s just 
an easy-going guy so it’s hard to tell 
what he’s thinking at times.”
Stinson broke the news to Ruck-
er’s teammates and coaches on the 
football team.
Stinson said Rucker wasn’t acting 
strange around the team and didn’t 
let on about what happened either.
“I just didn’t want them to be 
wondering what was going on if 
they did notice anything,” Stinson 
said. “I just felt that it would make 
it easier if they knew and he didn’t 
have to worry about telling them.”
Rucker said talks with his team-
mates shortly after Yacob’s death 
helped the grieving process.
Senior defensive end Michael 
Torres said the last time he and 
Rucker talked about Yacob’s death 
was two weeks after the accident. 
“As time goes on, he starts to 
stop thinking about it so much,” 
Torres said. “I don’t want to be the 
one to bring it up. No one really 
brings it up.”
Rucker said he still zones out in 
class thinking about his times with 
Yacob.
“I just have so many memories 
of her,” he said. “If it wasn’t for her, 
I’d probably never have eaten Chi-
nese food. She used to eat so much 
Chinese food. Whether it was going 
out to eat, watching movies, just 
being stupid and laughing at dumb 
things. She just wanted to help peo-
ple out.”
He’s now getting the chance to 
do that as RFY’s president.
Bellantoni said he’s proud of 
Rucker for starting the organization 
and thinks Rucker can see he’s mak-
ing a difference.
“Whether he goes on to become 
an NFL star or not, his legacy here 
at Eastern Illinois is going to be 
incredible,” he said. “He created a 
chapter here that didn’t exist and 
hopefully, people will keep it carry-
ing on in her memory for the rest 
of time. And that’s quite a legacy to 
leave.”
“Be smart, be 
careful, look after 
one another.”
Rucker made a presentation to the 
football team in August about the 
dangers of drinking and driving.
Senior defensive tackle Tim Kel-
ly said Rucker’s story has changed the 
way the football team behaves off the 
field.
“It’s not just a statistic anymore,” 
he said. “Where there might not have 
been a (designated driver), before 
we’re going out now, we always make 
sure there’s one person we can call 
and we make sure all our bases are 
covered.”
Bellantoni said he sees a notice-
able difference in the players’ behav-
ior and demeanor this season when 
the team comes in on a Sunday.
“I will tell you after games on 
Saturday, guys have been saying 
‘Be smart, be careful, look after one 
another’ a lot more than I’ve noticed 
in the past,” he said.
Eastern football head coach Bob 
Spoo said Rucker’s ability to turn a 
personal tragedy into a public tri-
umph with RFY is a testament to 
Rucker’s character.
The football team, players and 
coaches alike, all wore the red, RFY t-
shirts on the first day of class to sup-
port Rucker.
“Maybe it is affecting him in ways 
we don’t know about,” Spoo said. 
“Hopefully, he can overcome it and 
get by it and move on. I think he’s 
trying to do that. But, something 
that intimate, takes a while.”
“She’s in a better 
place.”
Whether planned or not, Ruck-
er ate Chinese food on what would 
have been Yacob’s birthday.
She would have turned 22 on 
Oct. 4.
Her 23-year-old sister, Leya, said 
the family went out to Rebecca’s 
grave on her birthday and laid flow-
ers and candles nearby.
“I was in shock for about the first 
six months,” Leya said. “For me per-
sonally, I’m a believer. I’m a Chris-
tian. She’s in a better place. God 
took my sister for a reason.”
Rucker talked to Leya earlier that 
day about how different it was with-
out Rebecca around.
The driver that hit Yacob’s car 
was 19-year-old Logan H. McFar-
land of Eagan, Minn. McFarland’s 
blood-alcohol level at the time of 
the accident was .20, two-and-a-
half times the legal limit, according 
to police reports.
McFarland had a third-degree 
murder charge dropped in ear-
ly May. He is currently facing two 
counts of criminal vehicular homi-
cide and three counts of crimi-
nal vehicular operation resulting 
in bodily harm, according to the 
Dakota County criminal complaint.
He has a Nov. 20 contested omni-
bus hearing, Dakota County Com-
munity Relations Director Monica 
Jensen said. An omnibus hearing is 
a pretrial hearing where the defense 
presents preliminary evidence. 
A jury trial is scheduled for 
December. McFarland can face a 
maximum of 23 years in prison 
if found guilty of all five of those 
counts. 
“I think justice is definitely not 
being done,” Rucker said. “It just 
doesn’t make any sense. You can be 
driving drunk, kill somebody and 
not get at least 20 or so years in 
prison.”
“I’d just tell her 
how much I love 
her.”
Rucker said he and Yacob talked 
about marriage.
Now, Rucker talks to her before 
every football game.
“Every game I get down on a 
knee and try and talk to her,” he 
said. “On my tape on my wrists, I 
put RFY. Her favorite number was 
four so I always hit my chest four 
times and put the four up or kiss 
my hand or something like that. 
Anything I can do to bring her 
memory back.”
Rucker said he would talk to 
Yacob for hours upon hours if given 
the chance now. But he’d make sure 
to include three key words.
“I’d just tell her how much I love 
her,” Rucker said. 
Yacob’s presence still lives on in 
Rucker. He’s now doing whatev-
er he can to make sure nobody has 
to go through the anguish he went 
through – and still goes through 
– in losing a loved one to a drunk 
driver.
“When I was at Minnesota, she 
was somebody who really took 
care of me,” he said. “We were best 
friends. That’s why I wanted to start 
this organization because she always 
told me to give back, no matter 
what I do. She was just such a great 
person. There’s no way I’m going to 
let her name die out.”
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micah rucker prays before eastern’s game against eastern Kentucky University on oct. 6.  Before every game, rucker speaks to his girlfriend rebecca, 
who was killed by a drunk driver in January. “every game i get down on a knee and try and talk to her,” he said. “on my tape on my wrists, i put rFy. 
her favorite number was four so i always hit my chest four times and put the four up or kiss my hand or something like that. anything i can do to 
bring her memory back.”
rebecca Fissehastion yacob and micah rucker.
Photo courtesy of Micah rucker
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Podcasts: On Micah and 
RFY
• eastern head coach Bob spoo 
• defensive coordinator roc Bel-
latoni 
• rFy Vice President cole 
stinson
• rFy coordinator matt Kelly
Videos: 
• micah tells his and rebec-
ca’s story
• matt Kelly discusses the 
goal of rFy
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***#1 Spring Break Website! 
4 & 7 night trips from #299! 
Lowest prices guaranteed. 
Group discounts for 8+. Book 
20 people, get 3 free trips! www.
studentcity.com or 1-800-293-
1445
______________________11/8
The Indian Students Association 
is putting on a Benefit Show for 
Suresh Penchala who was in a 
car accident August 13th and has 
been in a coma since then.  The 
show will be on November 11th 
in the Roberson Auditorium room 
2030 in Lumpkin Hall.  If you 
have any questions please email 
us at isa@eiu.edu  
_____________________11/11
Brian’s Place needs bartender and 
waitress. Evenings and weekends. 
Must be 21. 2100 Broadway, 
Mattoon. 217-234-4151.
______________________11/9
!Bartending! Up to $250/day. No 
experience necessary, training 
provided. 1-800-965-6520 ext. 
239
_____________________12/10
We pay up to $75 per online 
survey. www.CashToSpend.
com
_____________________12/10
Spring ‘08 - One roommate 
needed for 2 bedroom apartment. 
Efficient, Clean, Quiet - 1 
bedroom, $375 month, internet, 
trash, dishwasher included. 
Washer/Dryer on premises. 630-
205-5908.
_____________________11/12
Female Roommate For Spring 
Semester. Large 3 BR Apt. Close to 
Campus, Across from the Union. 
Parking & Internet Included, W/D 
on Premises. $256/month. 708-
417-2467.
_____________________11/16 
Roommate needed ASAP. Nice, 
2 bedroom apt. close to campus, 
across from Blair. $250+utilities. 
773-930-8546
_____________________11/16
Need 2 people, 2 bedroom 
apartment located next to 
Buzzard, GREAT SPACE and 
BALCONY. 815-978-8240.
______________________11/8
1 Bedroom available for sublet in 
3 bedroom house. W/D, private 
bath, included. $280/month - 
847-921-7117
_____________________11/13
Sub-lessors, Spr. semester. $295/
MO. Internet, water, trash, and 
parking included. 4th St. 708-
408-1036
_____________________11/16
1 BR available for sublet in 4 BR 
house. Close to Old Main. $350/
Mo. 708-528-6735
_____________________11/16 
Spring/Summer ‘08 3 bedroom 3 
bath apartment. Campus Pointe. 
In unit with W/D, DW. Utilities/
internet included. $350 each! 
Call 847-652-7080.
_____________________11/30
AVAILABLE August 2008: 3 
bedroom - 7 bedroom homes. All 
“campus side of Lincoln” (9th-
12th Street). A/C, Washer, trash 
and yard service included. No 
pets. 345-5037.
______________________11/8
1,2,3,4 bedroom houses for rent, 
close to campus. Call Tom at 708-
772-3711 for more information.
______________________11/8
1 BR APT. across from campus. 
Check it out! www.eiuapts.com 
345-2416
______________________11/9
Lincolnwood Pinetree Apts: 
Studio, 1BR, 2 BR, 3 BR apts. 
available 1st and 2nd semester. 
Close to campus and Buzzard. 
Call 345-6000.
_____________________11/10
NICE TWO BEDROOM 
DUPLEX W/ GARAGE WEST 
OF THE REC ON GRANT ST. 
W/D, DISHWASHER, AND 
FURNISHED. CALL 345-6210 
OR EIPROPS.
_____________________11/10
COMNICE 4 BEDROOM APT 
WEST OF THE REC CENTER 
ON GRANT STREET.  W/D, 
DISHWASHER, ELEC, HEAT & 
WATER, FURNISHED, TRASH 
INCLUDED, $450. CALL 345-
6210 OR EIPROPS.COM
_____________________11/10
NICE 2 BEDROOM APT ON 
9TH ST. W/D, DISHWASHER, 
FURNISHED, $375 PER PERSON. 
CALL 345-6210 OR EIPROPS.
COM
_____________________11/10
House: Fall 2008, across from 
campus. 4 people needed. Check it 
out! www.eiuapts.com  345-2416
_____________________11/14
TROUBLED BY ALLERGIES 
... ALL CERAMIC TILE UNITS 
AVAILABLE. CHECK US OUT AT 
WWW.EIPROPS.COM OR CALL 
345-6210 FOR SHOWING
_____________________11/10
FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM 
HOUSE, CERAMIC AND WOOD 
FLOORS, NICE PRIVATE YARD, 
OFF STREET PARKING AND 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS.  CALL 345-
6210 OR EIPROPS.COM
_____________________11/10
PET FRIENDLY HOUSES, APTS 
AND DUPLEXES. CHECK US 
OUT AT WWW.EIPROPS.COM 
OR CALL 345-6210
_____________________11/10
NICE 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH 
APT ON 9TH, FURNISHED, 
WATER CABLE AND INTERNET 
HEAT ELECTRIC AND TRASH 
INCLUDED. $450 PER PERSON. 
FOR A VIEWING CALL 345-6210 
OR EIPROPS.COM
_____________________11/10
2 BD HOUSE AT 1617 12TH. W/
D, DISHWASHER, FURNISHED 
AND PETS ALLOWED. WWW.
EIPROPS.COM OR CALL 345-
6210 FOR A SHOWING.
_____________________11/10
Fall 2008, Two 4BR, 2 Bath 
Houses. Newly Remodeled, d/w, 
w/d, a/c, no pets. Parking. 520-
990-7723.
_____________________11/12
Fall 2008, New Rental, 3BR 
House, new appliances, d/w, 
microwave, a/c, no pets, ll month 
lease, close to campus 520-990-
7723.
_____________________11/12
FALL 2008: 2-3 BR HOUSES, 
2 BR APTS., 7 LOCATIONS. 
C/A, W/D, VERY NICE, WELL 
MAINTAINED. LITTEKEN 
RENTALS, 217-345-9267.
_____________________11/13
House for rent Fall 2008. 4 
bedroom 2 bath, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer, 2 blocks from 
campus. Excellent parking. 217-
276-7003
_____________________11/15
AVAILABLE August 2008: 7 BR 
home on 9th St. (across from 
Tarble Arts). A/C, W/D, trash, and 
yard service included. No pets. 
345-5037.
_____________________11/15
Fall ‘08: 5 BR, 2 Bath large home 
on 10th. Great backyard, back 
patio, W/D. Recently remodeled. 
Trash and lawn care provided. 
No pets. $350/person/month. 
345-5037.
_____________________11/15
For Lease ‘08-’09 - 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6 Bedroom Houses, 
Central A/C, Washer-Dryer, 
Dishwashers, Great Rates. No 
Pets. Complete Viewing at 
bradleehomeimprovements.com 
or 217-273-0675 Locally Owned, 
24/7 Maintenance
_____________________11/16
07-08 2 and 3 bedroom new 
duplex’s 2 blocks from campus. 
central air, w/d, backyard and 
10 mo lease.  $280 and $300 pp. 
348-0394
_____________________11/16
Now Leasing ‘08-’09. 3BR Apts. 
Partially Furnished. Walk To 
Campus. 217-218-1605. Mgr. 1-
217-345 7766.
_____________________11/30
Available Spring 2008 - Fully 
Furnished Two Bedroom 
Apartments-Next to Family Video. 
For additional Information-Call 
348-0157.
_____________________11/19
Available 2008-2009- Fully 
Furnished Two and Three 
Bedroom Apartments and 
Duplexes. Lincoln Street and 
Division Street Locations-For 
Additional Information- Call 348-
0157.
_____________________11/19
Large 4 BR, 2 BA house on 7th, 
available January. Fully furnished, 
great location, front porch, off 
street parking, and more! 217-
345-5022
_____________________11/30
The Atrium: 3 BR apt. available 
for January. Fully furnished, great 
price, and short term lease. 217-
345-5022
_____________________11/30
3 BR available for January on 
11th St. Fully furnished, reduced 
price, and short term lease. Close 
to Greek Court. 217-345-5022
_____________________11/30
Looking for an apartment in 
January? Call 217-345-5022. Full 
groups or individuals, we have 
a furnished apartment at a great 
location for you!
_____________________11/30
FALL 2008: 5,4,3,2, BEDROOM 
HOUSES, TWO BEDROOM TWO 
BATHROOM APARTMENTS. 
348-5032
______________________12/7
1-4 BD HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS IN MATTOON 
AND CHARLESTON. OVER 
200 TO CHOOSE FROM CALL 
SANDERS & CO. 234-RENT 
WWW.SANDERSANDCO.COM
_____________________12/10
GIRLS...ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A NICE, ROOMY, 
FURNISHED 3 BR APARTMENT 
WITH LARGE CLOSETS, LOW 
RENT, LOW UTILITY BILLS FOR 
THE 08-09 SCHOOL YEAR? 10 
MONTH LEASE, NO PETS. 345-
3664.
_______________________ 00
TWO BEDROOM FURNISHED, 
CLEAN APARTMENT. TRASH 
AND WATER INCLUDED. AT 
1111 2ND ST., NEXT TO THE 
PARK. CALL 348-5427.
_______________________ 00
Newly Remodeled 2 BR w/ Loft, 
available for rent. On the Square, 
skylight, heat, water, and trash 
included. Asking 2 people, $325 
each. 512-0334
_______________________ 00
NOW LEASING FALL 2008: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 BEDROOMS. 
CAMPUS SIDE. 345-6100, www.
jbapartments.com 
_______________________ 00
Private BR in nice 8 BR home. 1 
Block from EIU campus. Furn./
Unfurn. Male Roommates. $425/
mo. plus util. (217)-251-1593.
_______________________ 00
JANUARY LEASES. 1, 2, OR 3 
PEOPLE. GOOD LOCATIONS, 
NICE APARTMENTS. NO 
PETS. 217-345-7286. WWW.
JWILLIAMSRENTALS.COM
_______________________ 00
SPRING SEMESTER ‘08.  6 month 
rentals available. (217)493-7559.
_______________________ 00
Near campus. 3 bdrm house. 10 
month lease. W/D (217) 273-
1395.
_______________________ 00
FOR RENT: Single Apt., 
Charleston Square, $350/MO. 
Includes gas, water, trash. Dave 
345-2171 (9AM-11AM)
_______________________ 00
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWN 
HOMES FOR RENT. 3 OR 4 
BR, 2 1/2 BATHS, TRASH AND 
PARKING INCLUDED, FOR 
$275/EACH. 348-5427
_______________________ 00
Brand New Driftwood Apt. 
for Rent! 2 BR, W/D included, 
privacy deck. $550/MO, 1 year 
lease. 276-4509
_______________________ 00
OLD MAIN IS IN THE BACK 
YARD: 4 BR 2 Bath Duplex at 
1520 9th St. $350/person. Stove, 
refrig., micro., dishwasher, W/D. 
Ph. 348-7746
_______________________ 00
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS: 
1,2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE 
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
_______________________ 00
ONE BLOCK NORTH OF OLD 
MAIN ON 6th STREET: 3, 5, & 
6 Bedroom Houses. EXCELLENT 
LOCATIONS for rent Fall 2008. 
348-8249, must see www.
ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 00
 BLOCK NORTH OF OLD MAIN 
ON 6th STREET: New 1 & 3 BR 
apartments for rent Fall 2008. 
Central heat and A/C, laundry 
facility. Includes water allowance, 
off street parking, trash, and lawn 
service. 348-8249, must see 
www.ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 00
New Four Bedroom Apartments. 
Extremely Close to Campus. 
Across from Lantz. Fully 
Furnished. Call Today for Lowered 
Rates. Grantview Apartments. 
345-3353.
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom - Water, trash, DSL, 
with furnished leather furniture. 
254-8458 or 273-2048.
_______________________ 00
University Village. 4 bedroom 
houses $450/per person. All 
utilities included. 345-1400
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘07 - ‘08. 1426 9TH ST. 
3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS. 
CENTRAL AIR, DECK, OFF 
STREET PARKING. LEASE AND 
SECURITY REQUIRED. NO PETS. 
348-8305.
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘07-’08; 1,2&3 BR. APTS. 
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED. 
PLENTY OF OFF STREET 
PARKING. BUCHANAN ST. 
APTS. CALL 345-1266.
_______________________ 00
ROYAL HEIGHTS APTS. Showing 
3 BR/1.5 Bath units for Fall 2008. 
Located behind Subway. Rates 
also available for Immediate/
Spring leasing. 345-0936.
_______________________ 00
WHEN LOCATION MATTERS, 
come see PARK PLACE APTS. 
Showing for Fall 2008. Rooms 
still available for Immediate/
Spring leasing. 715 Grant, #101 
or 348-1479.
_______________________ 00
6 bdrm house, near campus. 10 
month lease. W/D (217) 273-
1395.
_______________________ 00
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash 
and parking included. Great 
location. Call 217-345-2363. 
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom apartments close to 
campus. Quiet area. No pets. Call 
345-7008
_______________________ 00
NOW SHOWING FOR 08’-09!  2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 BR APARTMENTS, 
DUPLEXES AND HOUSES. 
CONTACT US AT 345-6210 FOR 
YOUR ADVANCED SHOWING, 
OR VISIT US AT WWW.eiprops.
com
_______________________ 00
2008-2009 LADIES 2 AND 
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS. 1521 1ST STREET. 
10 MONTH LEASE. 345-5048
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘08 QUALITY/
CONVENIENCE.  2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments. Washer & Dryer 
included. 1-2 blocks from 
campus. (217)493-7559. www.
myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘08 GREAT LOCATIONS! 
Quality 3,4,5,6,7 bedroom 
houses. Washer & Dryer 
included. (217)493-7559. www.
myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 00
June 08: Duplex, 5-Bedroom 
Apts. near campus, 2 1/2 bath, 
W/D, A/C, dishwasher, parking. 
$375/person, trash included. 
1106 Johnson. 345-2982
_______________________ 00
Newly Remodeled! June and 
August 08 leases. Big, quiet, 2 
Bedroom Apts. W/D, A/C, trash 
included. $670/mo. 535 W 
Grant. 345-2982
_______________________ 00
THIS IS THE PLACE! Locally 
owned apartments going quickly. 
Very clean, nice, furnished 
apartments. Available Fall 2008: 
2 and 4 BR apartments. By EIU 
police, security lighting, laundry 
on premises, parking and trash 
included. Leave msg., 348-
0673.
_______________________ 00
Fall/Spring 08-09’. Ninth street 
apartments, 3-4 bedroom. Off 
street parking, trash paid, 11 
month lease. Security deposit 
required. NO PETS. 348-8305
_______________________ 00
Fall/Spring 08-09’.751 Sixth 
Street, 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments. Water and trash paid, 
11 month lease. Security deposit 
required. NO PETS. 348-8305
_______________________ 00
VILLAGE RENTALS: NOW 
RENTING FOR 2007-2008.  1 
& 2 BR Houses. W/D hookup. 
Close to campus. 11 month lease. 
(217)345-2516
_______________________ 00
Fall 2008: 2 Bedroom, Quiet 
area, 10 month leases, $240 per 
person. 512-9528
_______________________ 00
HOUSE FOR FALL 3-6 
BEDROOMS. Good Loc. Good 
condition.  Laundry, No Pets. 
345-7286  www.rentals@
jwilliamsrentals.com
_______________________ 00
Student Classified Rates
$.30 per word for the first day
$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day 
Non-student Classified Rates
$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day
581-2812
9-4 M-F
Classified Advertising Rates
Monthly Online classified advertising 
available 
@ www.dennews.com
$10$10
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He says if he can’t race, then he is 
fine with training the horses. 
The track relationship with the 
horses is important to any driv-
er. Marcus said building trust with a 
horse is a necessity. Marcus, like other 
drivers, has a whip he uses while rac-
ing, but Marcus insists the whip does 
not harm the horse.
“When we use the whip, it is usu-
ally used to goose the horse more than 
sting it,” he said. “Horses are just like 
humans when it comes to violence. 
They don’t respond well to physical 
violence, either.”
Dangers of the sport
The sport of harness racing is 
demanding.
Harness racing is taken seriously 
because of its physical demands and 
dangerous nature. Marcus said the 
sport is dangerous and requires a great 
deal of training and focus to be able 
to come away unharmed.
He said he has seen many acci-
dents, but he has been fortunate and 
has avoided any serious injuries.  He 
says an accident can happen at any 
moment because, frequently, wheels 
of two drivers’ sulkies will grind 
against one another – and there is a 
considerable amount of bumping.
His 16-year-old sister, Hannah, 
knows the danger of the sport, too.
“I still get butterflies when he rac-
es,” Hannah said. “But he is very 
focused when he is on the track, and 
that is good. I was so worried for him 
on his first race. My mom was also 
very scared for him. She cried the first 
few times he raced.”
She is scared for her brother, 
but she is also excited for him. She 
explained the sport of harness racing 
with enthusiasm in her voice as she 
differentiated it from other better-
known sports.
Starting a new life at EIU
As Marcus talks about the harness 
racing, his eyes speak as clearly as his 
He reflects on their time together. 
He tells stories of how they first met 
with enthusiasm in his voice and a 
slight smile breaking across his face.
He even smiles when thinking 
about the biggest pet peeve he had 
with Yacob.
“She used to bite her fingernails 
all the time,” he said. “Whenever 
she was nervous, she’d bite her fin-
gernails. Every time she’d do it, I’d 
grab and slap her hand and tell her 
not to do it. And it would kind of 
work here and there, but when she 
got nervous, she’d always bite them. 
I used to hate that.”
To hear him speak about his loss 
and the adversity he’s faced in the 
past year, he’s not a football player 
anymore. 
He’s a human dealing with issues 
no one should ever have to deal with 
when they are 22 years old.
He’s not running down the field at 
O’Brien Stadium, or any other OVC 
stadium, hauling in touchdown pass-
es and jumping over defenders mak-
ing, improbable catches. 
He’s trying to fight the inner 
demons that are going on in his soul 
and putting them to a useful cause.
Yacob’s influence was a major rea-
son why Rucker decided to transfer 
to Eastern from Minnesota. Without 
her support, Rucker probably never 
would have come to Charleston.
Yacob didn’t understand football 
until she met Rucker. Rucker’s foot-
ball statistics here at Eastern would 
have certainly made her proud. 
But he might be making his late 
girlfriend prouder by starting RFY 
in her honor. 
It’s unknown how many people’s 
lives Rucker might save by creating 
this organization. 
It might only save one person’s 
life – or it could affect thousands.
Forget all the touchdown recep-
tions, receiving yards and All-Ameri-
can honors Rucker has accumulated.
If Rucker is able to prevent one 
person from getting behind a wheel 
after drinking, then he has done his 
job. 
And his guardian angel in Yacob 
will be watching him the entire way.
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gEt fUzzy | by Darby conlEy 
pEarlS bEforE SwInE | by StEphan paStIS
Rucker hopes to save a few 
lives with RFY program
Daniels, FROM PaGe 12
Brand New Huge apts. for Fall 08. 1150 
sq ft.  Awesome location on 4th. 2 BR, 
2 BA, W/D, furnished.  Walk in closets, 
balconies, DSL/Water/trash included. 
Fitness center, Hot Tubs, Free Tanning 
and much more. (217) 962-0137 www.
melroseonfourth.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
4 Bedroom - 2 Bath or 3, 2 Bedroom 
Apartments, close to campus. Leather 
Furniture. 273-2048 , 235-0405.
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
INCREDIBLE PRICE! AVAILABLE 
IMMEDIATELY: 3 BR townhouse for 
students in Brittany Ridge. $550/mo. 
close to EIU. W/D, dishwasher, trash 
included. Call Rebecca at 847-204-5648
–––––––––––––––––––––––00 
LADIES BE THE FIRST TO RENT THIS 
BRAND NEW HOUSE LOCATED 
ON 3RD ST. SOUTH OF LINCOLN. 
5 BEDROOM, 2 1/2 BATH NON-
SMOKERS ONLY.  10 MO LEASE. 345-
5048
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
For 08/09 Houses 5,4,3, Bedroom. W/
D, Air, Garbage included near Campus 
Great Prices. 345-6967
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
For 08/09 Apartments. Large 1 Bedroom 
and Studio. Half block to campus. 
Garbage included 345-6967.
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
Available Jan. 1st.: 1 BR apt. Water & 
trash included, off-street parking, $390/
MO. Buchanan St. Apts., 345-1266.
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
Close to campus. 3 bedroom house avail. 
2008-09. CA w/ heat pump. W/D. 10-12 
mo lease. $900/mo. New carpet.  549-
5402
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
Now renting for fall 2008. 1, 4, and 6 
bedroom. Within walking distance of 
Eastern. Call 345-2467.
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
LADIES BEAUTIFUL 5 BEDROOM 2 1/2 
BATH AT 1525 3RD. W/D, CA AND 
FURNISHED. 10 MO. LEASE. 345-5048
–––––––––––––––––––––––00
across
  1 End of many college 
addresses
  7 Fictional pirate
11  Suffix with official
14  “I do,” e.g.
15  King’s position, in a 
game
16  “Another Green 
World” musician
17  90
19  The Silver State: 
Abbr.
20  Like white 
elephants
21  Damp basement 
cause
23  One way to stand
26  Prime Cuts maker
28  This and that
29  Shia leaders
32  3
35  Jai alai ball
37  Lake ___
38  1
43  Present-day 
Persian
44  Don’t stop
45  7
49  Criticize sneakily
50  Skittles variety
51  Weary worker’s cry
53  Roll call call
54  Auto accident 
sound
57  Cruise ship 
Empress of the ___
60  Turner in the Rock 
and Roll Hall of 
Fame
61  What is being held 
in 17-,  
32-, 38- and  
45-Across
66  Receive
67  Captain of literature
68  “The Power and 
the Glory” novelist, 
1940
69  Walletful, informally
70  Like many games
71  Hunter-gatherer 
types
down
  1 Drop bait lightly on 
the water
  2 Eggs in labs
  3 A.L. team, on 
scoreboards
  4 Still-life object
  5 Carvey of “Wayne’s 
World”
  6 Extreme sort
  7 Alan Jay Lerner’s 
“___ Wasn’t You”
  8 ___ Valley 
Conference in 
college sports
  9 Gen. Robt. ___
10  Alternatively
11  20,320-foot 
Alaskan peak
12  Capacity of many 
a flash drive, 
informally
13  Not dawdle
18  Information desk 
offering
22  Some carriers
23  Old King Cole 
accessory
24  Kind of card
25  Soapstone, e.g.
27  Plant nursery 
activity
30  Pseudonym of 
Jean Baptiste 
Poquelin
31  ___ Report of the 
1990s
33  Breakfast place
34  Beach sights
36  Second in a Latin 
series
39  Damned one
40  Samoan capital
41  Like some 
muscles
42  Common injury 
site
45  Franciscan locale
46  Unpopular, in a 
way
47  Makes 
applesauce, e.g.
48  One helping
52  Pretend
55  Locale of many 
Italian vineyards
56  Bawl (out)
58  It’s rarely seen 
under a hat
59  Originate
62  Sauce  
ingredient
63  Mauna ___
64  Culmination
65  “You bet!”
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a 
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young 
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Miller enjoys life at Eastern, but misses the racing
words.
“I miss it a lot,” Marcus said. “I 
don’t get to race as much now, being 
at Eastern.”
Marcus said he chose to come to 
Eastern as a student because he want-
ed to continue his education. He 
thinks marketing could correlate well 
with a future professional horse-driv-
ing career. Marcus said he chose East-
ern with a few reasons in mind. He 
says he enjoys the campus; he has met 
many friends here.
He said a part of meeting new peo-
ple as a freshman is talking about har-
ness racing, which he said few people 
know about. 
His friend Dettling’s account of 
how they first met at Eastern’s First 
Night is evidence to this.  Dettling 
said it wasn’t long until Marcus was 
talking about harness racing, a subject 
she knew nothing about. She has not 
been able to watch him race yet, but 
is eager to go sometime soon. 
“I’ve only been able to watch him 
race on the computer on the Inter-
net,” she said.
Marcus nods in agreement and 
tells Dettling he hopes she’ll be able 
to come to one of his next races.
“I think I’ll be racing here in two 
or three weeks,” Marcus says.
With a grin on his face as he puts 
his helmet back in his bag, it’s obvi-
ous. He can’t wait.
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With the same Mexican 
flavor as El Racherito...
NOW
 EL
 PUEBLO
(1415 4th St.)
EIU Specials!!!
Mon.  Speedy Gonzalas          3.99
Tue.    Enchiladas Supremas   5.49
Wed.   Chimichanga                5.49
Thurs. Pollo Loco                   5.99
Fri.      Tacos de carne asada   5.99  
Sat.      Carnitas                       6.99
Sun.     Chuletas-Pork Chops  6.99 
348-9200
10%
OFF
with your
student ID
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Specials
NEW UPSCALE STUDENT RENTAL HOUSING
COMMUNITY NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2006!
Model unit now available for viewing across the street from
Old Main at 1405 Sixth St. near EIU campus in Charleston
GRAND OPENING SPECIAL!!!: 52 TV WITH
HOME THEATER SURROUND SOUND Limited Time Offer
www.universityvillagehousing.com
Be the first to pick your home site location!!!
NOW LEASING!!! 217.345.1400
345-14 0
Now Leasing for Spring 2008 and Fall 2008
1, 2, 3, & 4 Bedroom Units
Apply online today at 
www.universityillagehousing.com
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W
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OW
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Call for an 
Appt. Today!
We are raising the bar in student housing at EIU
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Free S
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e
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tion
Huge Yards(we maintain)Furniture/Utilities Included!
GreatPricing
Mike and Joe
www.mikeandjoe.com
IMAJE Records
Tonight...
Mike n’ Joe
Live
$5 cover
$4-6 Coors
Light Bullets
$2.50 U-Call-
It UV Bombs
sponsored by Bacardi
$4.25 Redbull & Vodka 
Doubles
Women’s soccer | notebook
By Kevin murphy
Associate Sports Editor
Eastern and Samford meet 
again. 
But, this time, more is on the 
line.
It’s in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Tournament. The Panthers, the 
No. 6 seed, will play second-seed-
ed Samford in the OVC Tourna-
ment semifinals at 4 p.m. Friday at 
Houck Stadium in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo. 
The Panthers won four-straight 
OVC Tournament titles from 2001-
04. Eastern went to four straight 
NCAA Women’s College Cups 
from 2001-04.
Samford came into the confer-
ence in 2003 and won four-straight 
conference regular season titles.
The Bulldogs finished second 
this season, after they were picked 
to finish first. Samford is leaving for 
the Southern Conference at the end 
of the season.
Last season, the Panthers lost 2-1 
in double overtime in Birmingham, 
Ala. Senior forward Michelle Stein-
haus scored the lone goal. Samford 
scored with one minute, two sec-
onds left in the second overtime.
Samford ended the Panthers run 
at four-straight OVC Tournament 
titles when the Bulldogs defeat-
ed Eastern 1-0 in the 2005 OVC 
Tournament Final at Lakeside Field, 
broadcast by ESPNU.
In 2003, the teams tied through 
the overtime periods, and the Pan-
thers won on penalty kicks in the 
OVC Tournament Final. 
During the 2004 regular season, 
the Panthers won 1-0 on 2007 grad 
Trisha Walter’s penalty kick.
The 2004 OVC Tournament 
Final was a come-from-behind vic-
tory for Eastern.
The Panthers were losing with 
less than three minutes to go. East-
ern grads Morgan Frericks and 
Sharyne Connell each scored in the 
final three minutes of regulation to 
give the Panthers a 3-2 win against 
Samford.
Samford leads the all-time series 
4-3-1. 
eastern will play an 
underdog role
As a No. 6 seed, a first in pro-
gram history, the Panthers traveled 
to Murray, Ky.
They won 2-1 in overtime Tues-
day against Murray State.
“We’re excited for the challenge,” 
Eastern head coach Tim Nowak said. 
“It’s a new challenge. It’s tough.”
Eastern is the lowest seed to win 
a conference tournament match 
since the conference began seeding 
six teams in 2003. 
“It’s nice knowing that we kind of 
have nothing to lose,” Eastern senior 
defender Jenny Bock said. “It’s actu-
ally a better feeling.”
Southeast Missouri won the con-
ference tournament as a No. 4 seed 
last season. 
The No. 2 seed won the confer-
ence tournament from 2000-04. 
Eastern was the No. 2 seed from 
2001-04. 
Tennessee Tech defeated Eastern 
in 2000.  
Eastern won the conference tour-
ney as a No. 1 seed in 1999. 
History at Houck stadium in 
cape Girardeau, mo.
The Panthers lost 4-2 on Oct. 12 
this season at SEMO. Steinhaus and 
sophomore midfielder Alexis Miller 
scored against the No. 1 seeded Red-
hawks. Houck Stadium has hosted 
the OVC Tournament in 2001 and 
2002. Eastern won both OVC Tour-
nament titles in the Show-Me-State. 
Eastern is 4-0 during the post-
season in Cape Girardeau. The Pan-
thers are 2-2-1 at Houck Stadium in 
the regular season, and they are 6-2-
1 overall at the football field, which 
serves as the soccer stadium for the 
Redhawks. The Panthers have not 
won at SEMO since 2003. 
Brewer starts second 
consecutive match
Sophomore midfielder A.J. Brew-
er has multiple injuries this season. 
She has worn an ankle bracelet to 
practice this season. Brewer start-
ed her second consecutive match of 
the season against No. 3 seed Mur-
ray State. She played in 88 minutes 
and moved to the defender position, 
where she played the majority of last 
season. 
“I didn’t realize that she would 
be out the majority of the season,” 
Bock said. “Talking with her and 
seeing her back is definitely reward-
ing for her. She’s been working hard. 
She’s a very vocal person.”
The Fairview Heights native was 
named to last season’s OVC All-
Newcomer team and was a First 
Team All-OVC selection. Brewer 
has played in six matches this sea-
son. Meanwhile, senior forward Kel-
lie Floyd has started 60 consecu-
tive matches. Junior defender Ashley 
Slota started her 31st against Murray 
State. 
Hayes returns to the field 
against murray state
Senior midfielder Kathleen Hayes 
played in all 96 minutes of Tuesday’s 
match. She sat out the Illinois State 
match because she had four yellow 
cards. Five yellow cards during the 
season equals a one-game suspension 
in the next match after receiving the 
fifth yellow card. 
Panthers play conference rival in tourney semifinals
By Tyler Smith
Staff Reporter
Sophomore guard Jessica Huff-
man turned her attention this offsea-
son to learning the game.
She focused on the mental aspect 
of basketball. The physical aspect is 
already in place.
Huffman tallied 16 points, sev-
en assists and seven steals in Thurs-
day night’s season-opening exhibi-
tion win over Truman State at Lantz 
Arena. Three nights later, Huffman 
again hit double digits and scored 14 
points as the Panthers defeated Chi-
cago Odyssey (a club team of former 
college players), 79-73.
Huffman has let the game come 
to her this year. Last year, Huffman 
said she forced shots.
She said she had to score for her 
team, which led to her taking shots 
out of rhythm.
“The (first) couple games (this sea-
son), I’ve been letting it come to me,” 
Huffman said. “I haven’t forced a lot 
of shots.”
Eastern head coach Brady Sallee 
said Huffman “gets it.”
Sallee explained what “it” is. 
“It’s that basketball IQ,” he said. 
“It’s in her position, thinking like 
a coach. It’s understanding when 
to take that quick shot, and when 
not to. I would definitely point to 
between her ears as where she’s made 
some great strides.”
Huffman was named the Ohio 
Valley Conference Freshman of the 
Year last season and named to the 
second team all-conference. Huffman 
was also named to the all-newcom-
er team. The Whiteland, Ind., native 
scored at least 20 points, a team-high 
10 times last season, and set the East-
ern single game record with 38 points 
against Morehead State.
Sallee is fortunate to have a play-
er of Huffman’s caliber on his team, 
pointing out she could have gone to 
a number of big schools to play bas-
ketball.
“She can do it all. She’s got the 
whole game offensively,” Sallee said. 
“She can shoot the three. She can take 
you off the dribble. She can pull up, 
play the in-between game. She can 
pass it; she sees the floor (well), she 
can handle (the ball). She really offen-
sively doesn’t have a weakness. To get 
a player like that – I don’t care what 
level you’re on – is something special.”
Huffman said her coach has 
helped her take her game to the next 
level. 
“He knows me pretty well,” she 
said. “He knows how to control 
each kid, and he’s great at it. When 
we have our talks, he tells me what 
I need to work on, and I take it for 
what it is and I try to work on it.”
Junior forward Lindsey Kluem-
pers said improvement is the team’s 
goal for each game.
“We have a pretty tough sched-
ule this year,” Kluempers said, “But 
I don’t think we play anyone (who’s) 
completely out of this world. Each 
game, we’re just looking to improve. 
Just do the best we can and see where 
that takes us.”
Huffman is the kind of player Sal-
lee wants – a winning attitude and the 
will to take the team to great places. 
“The biggest thing I can say about 
Jessica is that she wants to win,” he 
said. “She’s willing to do whatever it 
takes. If that means her scoring num-
bers drop and her assist numbers go 
up, then that’s fine. For me, it’s a lot 
of fun to get out there with someone 
that talented and have them be that 
coachable.”
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Sophomore ‘getS it’
ERIC HILTNER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
sophomore guard Jessica huffman has been averaging 15 points a game 
during the two exhibition games this season. 
Restaurant and Catering
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TOP cAT | Jessica hUFFman 
Freshman competes in 
harness racing
By Adam Tedder
Sports Editor
“It’s driver.”
Marcus Miller politely answers 
his friend Renee Dettling’s question 
while putting on his black, red and 
white helmet that matches his “rid-
ing colors,” as he calls them.
“We’re not jockeys,” he says. 
“Jockeys ride on top of the horse; 
drivers ride behind.”
The freshman marketing major is 
different than most, if not all, other 
people on campus – he is a harness 
racer.
His 5-foot-8 frame is a good fit 
for the sport he adores profound-
ly. He commonly finds himself rid-
ing in a “sulky,” a two-wheeled cart, 
behind a horse that pulls him around 
a track against nine other drivers and 
horses in a competitive race.
Marcus is the first to admit he 
knows the sport he loves is not well 
known.
“The big media outlets don’t real-
ly cover many of the races,” he said. 
“Only the big ones. The rest of the 
stuff is on the Internet. That’s where 
the most information is.”
Harness racing has its own major 
competitions, such as the Hamble-
tonian, Little Brown Jug and the 
Breeders Crown.
Marcus says he hopes he will be 
able to make the sport more publi-
cized by word of mouth and with his 
own personal racing. 
In the past, Marcus has raced 
many times.
Last summer, Marcus raced with 
a horse named Fox Valley Merlin, 
with whom Marcus and the horse 
had nine first-place finishes and one 
second-place finish out of 10 races.
Growing into the sport
It is obvious he is serious about 
the sport in every possible way.
His seriousness, though, is no 
new development for the 18-year-
old.
His parents, Erving and Heidi 
Miller, say Marcus has always been 
solemn about everything.
“As a little boy, Marcus was always 
serious,” Heidi said. “I used to call 
him my little thinker.”
His serious demeanor paid off, as 
he was able to begin training with 
horses and began racing at 13. His 
parents said they knew from an early 
age Marcus was good with horses.
“Marcus had quite the hand with 
a horse from the very first time he sat 
behind one,” Heidi said. “He didn’t 
get worked up, even if the horse was 
acting up.”
Erving said Marcus is off to a bet-
ter racing career than he was at his 
age. He believes Marcus has the abil-
ity to become a professional.
But if Marcus is serious, he is even 
more serious about racing. He says 
he has to train like other athletes to 
stay in competitive form. There is no 
exact height or weight for races, but 
the best and most consistent drivers 
are not too tall and have an athlet-
ic build. 
His father is his trainer.
Marcus said he enjoys being 
trained by his dad, though he said it 
can be difficult at times.
He said his dad is a strict trainer, 
but that is a benefit to him because 
he said it has made him a better driv-
er. His parents say he is just as hard 
on himself. 
“Marcus is very tough on himself 
if he makes a mistake in the race,” 
Erving said.
Marcus jogs to keep in shape and 
does chores around the barn to help 
him stay fit. He said upper body 
strength is a big key to competing, 
but racing helps him keep up his 
strength. Marcus said a weight train-
er he knew from school once com-
peted in a harness race and after he 
was done, he was drained.
“It was funny because the guy was 
really big and strong,” Marcus said. 
“He is a weightlifter, but the mus-
cles you use while racing are muscles 
that are not commonly used, so rac-
ing itself is quite a workout.”
Marcus says on a good day of rac-
ing, he races about two to six times 
a day. That requires stamina, he said 
with a laugh. He said professionals 
race up to 12 times a day.
Horse training in the blood
The sport came naturally to Mar-
cus because he was raised in a fami-
ly who owns horses. Marcus said his 
father has a lot of horses. He said, 
depending on the time of the year, 
his father trains between 100-200 
horses.
For the last few years, Erving has 
been one of the leading horse train-
ers in the United States. He trains 
horses from various locations such as 
New Jersey, Florida and Canada.
Marcus said his dad was in Aus-
tralia at the time with his uncle, 
Andy, who was invited for the sec-
ond time to represent the United 
States in the World Driving Cham-
pionship. The horses are impor-
tant to Marcus, both on and off the 
track. He says his work and prepara-
tion with the horses is just as impor-
tant as the actual performance on 
the track. Marcus says he likes train-
ing the horses almost as much as rac-
ing, though racing is still paramount 
to him. 
Micah Rucker isn’t like most 
college football players.
The 6-foot-6, 221-pound 
senior is one of the top wide 
receivers – not only in the Ohio 
Valley Conference, but also in 
the Football Championship Sub-
division. 
He is set to graduate in 
December with a degree in com-
munication studies. After that, he 
is set on hiring an agent to begin 
his possible journey to the NFL.
Rucker has the hands, the size 
and the play-making ability to 
hear his name called in April’s 
draft. 
Those skills set him apart from 
most college football players.
But Eastern defensive coor-
dinator Roc Bellantoni is right 
when he says Rucker’s legacy at 
Eastern is already set – and he’s 
not just referring to the impres-
sive statistics Rucker’s accom-
plished on the field.
Rucker has shown he has pri-
orities outside football by starting 
Respect for Youth. RFY is a stu-
dent organization created this fall 
to warn students about the con-
sequences of irresponsible drink-
ing, among other issues.
It’s been less than a year since 
Rucker received the news that a 
drunken driver killed his girl-
friend of nearly two-and-a-
half years, Rebecca Fissehastion 
Yacob.
But you wouldn’t know it by 
talking to him about it. He smiles 
at the memory of her. 
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top cat
Staff Reporter Tyler Smith talked with sophomore 
guard Jessica Huffman for Top Cat this week.
SEE PAGE  11
See danielS, Page  9
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the eye
SportS SchEDuLE
rugby
Friday at South Carolina All-Stars| 
6 p.m. Clemson S.C.
WOMEn’S bASKETbALL
Friday vs. Illinois |
 7 p.m.  Lantz Arena
FOOTbALL
Saturday at Jacksonville State |
 noon Jacksonville, Ala.
MEn’S And WOMEn’S SWiMMing
Saturday vs. Western Illinois |
2 p.m. Lantz natatorium
VOLLEybALL
Saturday vs. Austin Peay |
2 p.m. Lantz Arena
MEn’S bASKETbALL
Saturday vs. Harris Stowe |
7 p.m. Lantz Arena
WOMEn’S bASKETbALL
Sunday vs. Illinois State |
3 p.m. Lantz Arena
ERIC HILTNER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Freshman marketing major Marcus Miller has been racing for five years.
harD WorK, FuLL SpEED
MEn’S SOccER | EASTERN 2, ASbURY COllEgE 1 (OT)
Eastern ends regular season strong
Harrison socres both 
goals on the road
By Dan cusack
Staff Reporter
The first match of Eastern’s sea-
son was an exciting overtime thrill-
er when freshman forward Alex Har-
rison scored an overtime goal to give 
the Panthers a 2-1 win against Bel-
mont on Aug. 31.
Harrison was the hero again in 
the final match of the regular sea-
son Wednesday, ending the match 
against Asbury College in similar 
fashion. The freshman netted his 
second goal of the match and fifth 
of the season in the 95th minute on 
a header to give the Panthers a 2-1 
victory against Asbury College in 
Wilmore, Ky.
“(Junior Patrick Mabeya) got it 
out wide and crossed it,” Harrison 
said. “I turned and headed it into 
the corner.”
The Panthers (11-5-3) finished 
the regular season with 11 wins for 
the second-straight season with the 
victory against the Eagles (9-12).   
The Eagles scored first on a pen-
alty kick in the 64th minute after 
senior defender Jeremy Maubach 
fouled an Eagle in the top left cor-
ner of the box. 
“They counterattacked,” senior 
midfielder Mick Galeski said. “Their 
guy went down, and the ref was 
pretty far away. He must have seen 
something because they gave him a 
penalty.”
The Eagles converted the kick, 
but only led for a short time against 
the Panthers.
Minutes later, Harrison scored his 
first goal of the match in the 67th 
minute from six yards out, off a pass 
from Galeski. Sophomore forward 
Evan Philpott was also awarded with 
the assist. 
“Mick fired it low into the six 
yard spot,” Harrison said. “I just got 
it and fired it in.”
Harrison said the goal was impor-
tant for the Panthers.
“It was good to get it soon,” Har-
rison said. “It allowed us to try to get 
the win in regulation.”
Asbury committed 11 players in 
front of the ball and made it difficult 
for the Panthers to score. The Pan-
thers outshot Asbury 28-5. Eastern 
also won the corner kick battle 12-
5. AC’s senior goalkeeper Brandon 
Ponchak made 14 saves. 
“They played defensively,” Harri-
son said. “They tried to put a lot of 
guys in the middle and frustrate us.”
Galeski said this allowed them to 
clear more balls.
“They brought all 11 in and 
played very packed,” Galeski said. 
“This allowed them to clear a lot of 
balls off the line.”
Eastern head coach Adam How-
arth said his team played an average 
game.  He said this game was a great 
test for his team for the Missouri 
Valley Tournament next week.
“We had to play catch-up, but we 
played on. Our guys should be upset 
with how they played and make sure 
they play better next week,” How-
arth said.
Eastern will play next in the 
opening round of the Missouri Val-
ley Conference Tournament on Nov. 
14 in Omaha, Neb.
See SPeed, Page 9
harNESS racINg
Sports Editor Adam Tedder talked with harness driver 
Marcus Miller about his unconventional pastime.
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